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S t a t e ' s Blood Lead Screen ing P l a n
In March 2001, th e S t a t e
Board o f H e a l t h a c c e p t e d
t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o p o s e d stan-
d a r d s c o n c e r n i n g th e method
and f r e q u e n c y of s creening
young c h i l d r e n in C o l o r a d o
f o r e l e v a t e d b l o o d l ead lev-
e l s :
A l l l o w income c h i l d r e n i n C o l o -r a d o s h o u l d be r o u t i n e l y screenedfor b l o o d lead l e v e l s at 12 monthsAND 24 month s o f age w i th e i ther acapi l lary or venous b l o o d speci-men. Low income c h i l d r e n areiden t i f i ed a s :
• M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e c h i l d r e n

• C h i l d Heal th P l a n p l u s e l ig i -
b l e - c h i l d r e n

• C o l o r a d o Res ident Discount
P r o g r a m - e l i g i b l e c h i l d r e n

• C h i l d r e n r e s i d ing in the Den-
ver zip codes i d e n t i f i e d ash i g h risk by the 1995 Denver
Lead Survey (80216,80203,
80204,80205)

Low income c h i l d r e n in C o l o r a d obetween the ages of 36 monthsand 72 months of age should re-ceive a screening blood lead test ifthey have not been p r e v i o u s l yscreened f o r lead p o i s o n i n g

• Children re s id ing in pr e -Wor ld
W a r I I d i l a p i d a t e d hous ingmay be at risk.

F o r more i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l
303-692-2622.

Rocky Mountain Poison C e n t e r ' s N e w Ped ia t r i c Environmental H e a l t h
U n i t

The Rocky M o u n t a i n Re-
g i o n P e d i a t r i c Environ-
mental H e a l t h S p e c i a l t y
U n i t ( R M R P E H S U ) i s a
new U n i t s u p p o r t e d by the
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Occupa-
t i o n a l and Environmental
C l i n i c s .
The goal o f the RMR PE-

H S U i s t o p r o v i d e i n f o r m a -
t i o n about p e d i a t r i c , p u b l i c
h e a l t h , and environmental
h e a l t h issues to h e a l t h
care p r o v i d e r s , as we l l as
educator s , c o m m u n i t i e s ,
and f a m i l i e s in C o l o r a d o ,
M o n t a n a , N o r t h Dako ta ,
S o u t h Dakota, U t a h , and
W y o m i n g .
If you b e l i ev e the environ-
ment (air, water, j o b s ,
b u i l d i n g s , g r o u n d , o r f o o d )
is making a p e d i a t r i c pa-
tient i l l , o r i f you have
ques t ions about p o s s i b l e
environmental expo sure s ,

c a l l t h e t o l l f r e e 24-hour
R M R P E H S U t e l e p h o n e l i n e
at 1-877-800-5554 or view
the web s i t e at www.
rmrpehsu.org

S p e c i a l po in t s of in-
terest:
© Blood lead screening

rates in Co lorado have
increased by 36 % since
last year.

© V i s i t the Lead Program's
Web Page f o r i n f o r m a -
tion and l i n k s at www.
c d p h e . s t a t e . c o . u s / d c /
aboutdceed.
asD#leadpoisonproQ...
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H o m e I n v e s t i g a t i o n s to Determine Lead Source
H o m e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t o de t ermine the
source of lead p o i s o n i n g are r o u t i n e l y
done for c h i l d r e n who have b l ood lead
l e v e l s at or above 20 u g / d l or two
conse cu t ive b l o o d lead l e v e l s at 15
u g / d L and above. T h e s e are f r e e to
t h e f a m i l y .
The Lead P o i s o n i n g Preven t i on Pro-
gram s t a f f is a v a i l a b l e to train or as-
sist w i th the inve s t iga t i on . S o m e lo-
cal h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s and nursing

services have been trained to per-
f o r m a s i m p l e home inve s t i ga t i on .
M e d i c a i d w i l l p a y f o r services asso-
ciated wi th lead p o i s o n i n g f o l l o w - u p ,
case management and home investi-
gations. Plea s e c a l l t h e S t a t e M e d i -
caid Program to v e r i f y b i l l i n g codes.
303-866-5532.

S y m p t o m s of Lead Poisoning
Lead p o i s o n i n g a f f e c t s young c h i l d r e n
between the ages of 6 months and 6
years old more than others. Thes e c h i l -
dren g e n e r a l l y are very active and have
a lot of hand-to-mouth ac t iv i ty .
Many t ime s , c h i l d r e n wi th e levated lead
l e v e l s show no symptoms. T h e r e f o r e ,
the only way to know if they have lead
p o i s o n i n g is to do a b l o od lead test.
( F i n g e r s t i c k me thod s are now an ac-
c e p t a b l e method t o c o l l e c t b l o o d . )
Quest ionnaires have been proven i n e f -
f e c t i v e in i d e n t i f y i n g c h i l d r e n t r u l y at
risk.
The most common source of lead is

f r o m lead based paint that is p o o r l y
maintained in o l d e r homes. Some
sources of lead exposure discovered in
C o l o r a d o have been dust f r o m remodel-
ing o l d e r homes, a d o p t i o n f r o m f o r e i g n
countries ( e s p e c i a l l y C h i n a ) , and expo-
Sure to o c cupa t i on s or hobbies that use
l e a d , (such as bat t ery m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,
s tained g la s s m a k i n g , j e w e l r y making,
e l e c tronic s r epair , making b u l l e t s and
f i s h i n g s inkers , p o r c e l a i n f r o m antique
ba th tub s , and ref i n i s h i n g old wooden
o b j e c t s . )
Lead- exposed mothers may pass lead
to t h e i r babies t h r o u g h breast m i l k .

Blood Lead T e s t i n g Has Increased
S i n c e the year 2000, there has been
a s i g n i f i c a n t increase in the number
o f c h i l d r e n being tes ted f or lead po i -
soning. S c r e e n i n g i s the f i r s t s t e p in
i d e n t i f y i n g c h i l d r e n who have been
exposed to l ead. As more and more
evidence sugge s t s d e v e l o p m e n t a l de-
lays may occur at l e v e l s be low 10 ug/
d L , pr imary prevent ion s t ra t eg i e s ,
such as educa t i on and outreach are
e q u a l l y important as t e s t i n g , yet, the

The Lead Poisoning Prevention
Program has f r e e lead posters
avai lab l e . (Actual size 22x17")

Please call 303-692-2755 to
request one.

o n l y way to know if a c h i l d has lead
p o i s o n i n g is to do the b l o o d test. The
S t a t e has d e v e l o p e d a S t a t e w i d e
S c r e e n i n g Plan to ensure the c h i l d r e n
most at risk for lead p o i s o n i n g are
being i d e n t i f i e d . T h a n k you f o r your
h e l p i n i d e n t i f y i n g c h i l d r e n w i th lead
p o i s o n i n g .
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T e s t i n g Data By County 1996-2001
T h i s data is analyzed by county of the physic ian who ordered
the lead test. The Surve i l lanc e Program only receives patient
addresses on those whose l e v e l s are elevated (> = 1 0 j / g / d L ) .
Labs are required to report on l ev e l s > = 1 0 / y g / d L .
*Note counties with fewer than 10 tests ore rat I b t e d , but their numbers ore
counted In the totals section. Yearly to tal s may vory from previous reports due to
late reporting and e l imination of m u l t i p l e reports.

N u m b e r (and %) of C h i l d r e n Tes t ed
6-72 Months Old 1996-2001

P h y s i c i a nC o u n t y

Adams
Alamosa
Arapahoe
Boulder
C h a f f e e
D e l t a
Denver
Douglas
Eagle
El Paso
Fremont
G a r f i e l d
J e f f e r s o n
Kit Carson
Lake
La P l a t a
Larimer
Las Animas
Lincoln
Logan
Mesa
M o t f a t
Montezuma
Montrose
Morgan
Otero
Pueblo
Roul t
Saguache
Summit
W e l d
T o t a l s

< 1 0 | i g / d L 1 0 - 1 4 . 9 p j > / d L > » ] 5 p c / d L
(%) (%)

526
180

1739
546

45
38

16901
111
26

1823
455
188
778

19
914
200

1356
141

21
123
457

29
218
139
183
204
938

25
86
22

2444
30949

1 4 ( 3 )
1 ( 1 )

3 1 ( 2 )
1 5 ( 3 )

0
2 ( 5 )

285 (2)
3 ( 3 )
1 ( 4 )

1 3 ( 1 )
7 ( 2 )
5 ( 3 )

1 4 ( 2 )
1 ( 5 )

4 1 ( 4 )
3 ( 1 )

1 4 ( 2 )
1 ( 1 )
1 ( 4 )
2 ( 2 )

1 1 ( 2 )
2 ( 6 )
3 ( 0

0
4(2)

0
7.1(7.)

0
0
0

4 9 ( 2 )
549 (2)

6 ( 1 )
0

1 7 ( 1 )
2 ( 0 )

0
0

1 7 6 ( 1 )
1 ( 1 )

0
1 3 ( 1 )

2 ( 0 )
2 ( 1 )
6 ( 1 )

0
2 7 ( 3 )

1 ( 0 )
6 ( 0 )
1 ( 1 )
1 ( 4 )
1 ( 1 )
3 ( 1 )

0
1 ( 0 )

0
3 ( 2 )

0
1 3 ( 1 )

0
0
0

2 5 ( 1 )
309 (1)

1996-2001T o t a l

546
181

1787
563

45
40

17362
115
27

1849
464
195
789

20
982
204

1376
143
23

126
471

31
222
139
190
204
970

25
86
22

2518
31807

A n a l y s i s Method s
If more than one test is reported for a s ingle c h i l d , only one
blood test is counted using the f o l l o w i n g criteria:
1) the highest venous test in a t imeframe; or
2) the 2nd of two c a p i l l a r y te s t s within 12 weeks; or
3) the f i r s t c a p i l l a r y within the t ime f rame i f only c a p i l l a r y t e s t s
are recorded.
For the period 1996-2001 a total of 31,807 children had lead
tests in the state. 858 of these chi ldren (2.7%) had lead l ev e l s
> = 1 0 j i g / d L .
The s t a t ew id e e s t imate of M e d i c a i d one and two year o l d s
e l i g i b l e for lead t e s t i n g each year is 37,000. In 2001 5,929
ch i ldr en 1-2 years old (12-35 months) had lead tests.

Number of C h i l d r e n (6-72 months o l d ) Screened by Provider
County in the Most P o p u l o u s Count i e s

County No.
c h i l d r e nscreened

1 9 9 9 :

37
148

2095
129
98

123
12

159
289

•No.h o u s i n gunit! with
h igh risk

of leadhazards
640
420

12,000
1,700

720
1,200

990.
3,000
1,800

^measure of the amount of hous ing uni t s b u i l t b e f o r e 1950 o c cup i ed by a lowIncome f a m i l y In an area. Source: www.scorecard.org.

Number of lead tests for children 6-72 months old by year

Q Number of lead tests forchildren 6-72 months old

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
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Lead Poi soning Prevalence by Y e a r
For C h i l d r e n 6-72 Month s Old

Y e a r

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

Preva-
lence (%)of elevated
blood lead
4.0
3.2
3.0
2.6
2.0
2.2

No tes ted (%
change f r o m
previous year)

5574
4574 (-18%)
3727 (-19%)
3482 (-7%)
6129 (+76%)
8321 (+36%)

I m p o r t a n t Phone N u m b e r s
Lead Poi soning Prevention Program 800-886-7689

M i s h c l l c Macias 303-692-2622
Melanie Matt son 303-692-2756

Patricia Ennis 303-692-2789
Eydie Bell 303-692-2755

Lead C e r t i f i c a t i o n and T r a i n i n g 303-692-3164
Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center 303-739-1123

or 800-332-3073
S t a t e M e d i c a i d Program 303-866-5532 or 303-866-3861

Lead and CadmiumHave Been Found inC h i l d r e n ' s P r o d u c t s
A 1998 Greenpeace E x p o s e l i s t e d
several ch i ldren' s toys that contain
lead and cadmium in l e v e l s deter-
mined to be hazardous. S o m e exam-
p l e s f r o m th e l i s t are:
* Barbie Backpacks
* T o t e a b l e s Cosmet i c s Pouch
* Fun d M e n t a l s P e n c i l Case
* T w e e t y Rainhat
* Costume j e w e l r y
S o m e companie s such as M a t t e l I n c . ,
Rubbermaid and N i k e Inc . are volun-
t a r i l y p h a s i n g out the use of p o l y v i n y l
c h l o r i d e ( P V C ) p l a s t i c s a n d s o f t e n e r s .
S e e also w w w . c p s c . g o v / C P S C P U B /
P U B S / p b c d t o v s . h t m l

C o l o r a d o Department of P u b l i c H e a l t h and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive S o u t h
DCEED L P 3 A 3
Denver CO 80246-1530
303-692-2700 or 800-886-7689

DCEED LP3 3642
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